
Urgent 

cases will 

be seen as 

a priority 

Any unusual cancer in family such as 

• 2 or more FDR with ovarian cancer

• sarcoma <45 years

• diffuse gastric cancer

• thyroid cancer <40 years

• bowel cancer/polyps <50 years

• endometrial cancer <50 years

• Glioma or childhood adrenal cortical 

carcinomas

• any unusual patterns of cancer

• multiple primary cancer in your 

patient

1See Manchester Score document guidance on calculation, 2See Patient Information and Consent Form
3See Genetic Test Referral Form and FAQs for further instructions. 4 An uninformative genetic result could 

be updated in future if any ‘variants of uncertain significance’ are reclassified. 

Genetic 

cause not 

identified 
Results may be 

updated in future4

Pathogenic 

variant 

identified 

Yes

No

No

Patient is eligible for inherited breast cancer testing

Yes

No

No

Yes

Breast Cancer Genetic Testing Pathway:  Algorithm V4 18.05.23

Cheshire & Merseyside Protocol for Genomic Testing of 

Patients with a Diagnosis of Breast Cancer

Mainstream clinician to 

share result with 

patient and refer to 

Liverpool Centre for 

Genomic Medicine 

Breast cancer ≤ 30 OR

HER2+ breast cancer ≤ 

35

Refer to Liverpool Centre for 

Genomic Medicine

If result may impact 

management, state ‘urgent 

cancer referral’ and include 

histopathology report

Does the individual with breast cancer meet latest Genomic Test Directory Criteria? 

V5.1 (May 2023) criteria summarised below.  Breast cancer definition now INCLUDES 

high grade DCIS and grade 1 breast cancers:

• Breast cancer under 40 years OR

• Bilateral breast cancer, both < 50 years, OR

• Triple negative breast cancer < 60 years, OR

• Male breast cancer at any age, OR

• Breast cancer <45 years and a first degree relative (FDR) with breast cancer < 45 years, OR

• Ashkenazi Jewish ancestry and breast cancer at any age

Manchester Score1 ≥15 

Mainstream clinician to provide and discuss patient 

information leaflet and complete consent form2

Mainstream clinician to request germline testing 

using Genetic Testing Referral Form (use clinical 

indication code R208) and take blood sample3

Close female relatives can 

request risk assessment at 

local family history clinic if 

young breast cancer in 

family.

Case can be reviewed if 

further cancers reported in 

family.

Share 

result with 

patient and 

review 

family 

history Refer to 

Liverpool 

Centre for 

Genomic 

Medicine 

Yes

The test result will be available in 6-8 weeks 


